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Other novels by José Eduardo Agualusa
Creole (2002) 
The Book of Chameleons (2004) 
My Father's Wives (2007) 
Rainy Season (2009) 



About the author  José Eduardo Agualusa was born in Huambo, Angola, in 1960, and is one of the 
leading literary voices in Angola and the Portuguese-speaking world. His novel 
Creole was awarded the Portuguese Grand Prize for Literature, and The Book of 
Chameleons won the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize in 2007. Agualusa lives 
between Portugal, Angola and Brazil. 

About the translator  Daniel Hahn is a writer, editor and translator, with over 30 books to his name. His 
translations from Portuguese, Spanish and French include fiction from Europe, 
Africa and the Americas, and non-fiction by writers ranging from Portuguese 
Nobel laureate José Saramago to Brazilian footballer Pelé. A former chair of 
the Translators Association, he is now national programme director of the British 
Centre for Literary Translation. He is currently writing the new Oxford Companion 
to Children’s Literature. 

About the book  A General Theory of Oblivion is a wild patchwork of a novel that tells the story 
of Angola through Ludo, a woman who bricks herself into her apartment on the 
eve of Angolan independence. For the next 30 years she lives off vegetables 
and pigeons, and burns her furniture to stay warm. But the outside world seeps 
in, through snippets on the radio, voices from next door, glimpses of a man 
fleeing his pursuers and a note attached to a bird’s foot. Until one day she 
meets Sabalu, a young boy from the street who climbs up to her terrace. With 
the author’s trademark playfulness, humour and warmth, A General Theory of 
Oblivion is a dazzling novel of human drama and the thrills, hopes and dangers 
of radical change.

Discussion points   What is the significance of Sabalu being the one to end Ludo’s self-imposed 
period of isolation? 

 How vividly does the author convey Ludo’s impressions of the outside world?

 When Ludo and Sabalu first meet, who do you believe is more aware of life?

 What does the novel say about how human beings cope with change and conflict?

Themed reading Antonio Munoz In the Night of Time  
 Ben Lerner Leaving the Atocha Station  
 Samuel Beckett First Love and Other Novellas 
 Ralph Ellison Invisible Man 

Useful links  http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article/an-interview-with-jos-eduardo-
agualusa  

  http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/reviews/a-general-
theory-of-oblivion-by-jos-eduardo-agualusa-trans-daniel-hahn-book-
review-10360788.html 

  https://next.ft.com/content/e9413698-2711-11e5-bd83-71cb60e8f08c 

  https://www.englishpen.org/translation/translation-tips-daniel-hahn/ 




