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Did You Ever Have A Family 
is Bill Clegg’s fi rst novel.



About the author  Bill Clegg is a literary agent in New York and the author of the bestselling 
memoirs Portrait of an Addict as a Young Man and Ninety Days.

  He has written for the New York Times, Esquire, New York magazine,  
The Guardian, and Harper’s Bazaar.

Did You Ever Have Lit by the clarity of understanding that true sadness brings, Did You Ever Have 
A Family   A Family is a story that reveals humanity at its worst and best, through loss and 

love, fracture and forgiveness. At the book’s heart is the idea of family – the 
ones we are born with and the ones we create – and the desire, in the face  
of everything, to go on living.

  On the morning of her daughter’s wedding, June Reid’s house goes up in 
flames, destroying her entire family – her present, her past and her future.

  The novel is a gathering of voices, and each testimony has a new revelation 
about what led to the catastrophe – Luke’s alienated mother Lydia, the watchful 
motel owners, their cleaner Cissy, the teenage pothead who lives nearby – 
everyone touched by the tragedy finds themselves caught in the undertow, as 
their secret histories finally come to light.

Discussion points  After June has had an argument with her daughter, Lolly, the night before 
Lolly’s wedding, ‘Pru asked if she was okay. June answered with a question that 
seemed to Pru more of a comment on June’s struggles with Lolly: Did you ever 
have a family?’ (p.131) Why do you think Clegg chose this line as the title of his 
novel? What does being part of a family mean to each of the characters in the 
novel?

  What is the effect on the readers of having multiple narrators? Do the differing 
points of view help to deepen your understanding of the main characters?

  What did you think about June and Lydia’s friendship? When Lydia sees June on 
the morning of the fire, ‘June turned her face away as if avoiding a hot flame 
and . . . flicked her hand toward Lydia, the way you wave away an unwanted 
animal, or a beggar.’ (p.80) Why is this so hurtful to Lydia?

  Of Lydia, George says ‘though she was troubled, she was also tough in ways 
that let me know she’d be okay.’ (p.174) Do you agree with George?

  Silas ultimately decides to tell Lydia the truth about the role he thinks that he has 
played in Luke’s death. What makes him confess? What is the effect on Lydia? 

Themed reading David Huddle The Story of a Million Years 
 Jean Stein Edie
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